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Just watching the waves roll by 
Throughout his letter, Clarence Clark attempts to keep Evelyn 
interested in his life overseas. 
Clarence starts his letter by 
discussing the issues with mail 
transportation. First, he brings up 
the fact that he is on guard for 24 
hours, possibly adding this to 
impress Evelyn. He then goes on to 
tell her that he’s going to spend 
these 24 hours writing letters. This 
statement shows Evelyn how 
dedicated he is to communicating to her. Clarence points out to 
Evelyn how unreliable mail pickup and delivery is. He tells her that 
most of the mail that they are trying to send out hasn’t been picked 
up yet and that he just got Evelyn’s letter from December 12th.  It 
has taken 44 days for Evelyn's letter to be delivered to Clarence; 
this statement shows Evelyn that they are still receiving mail, it just 
takes a long time for it to be delivered. He also writes “We're still 
glad to get it even if it is a little old.” This is a way for Clarence to 
subtly hint that he wants Evelyn to keep writing to him. By 
generalizing the mail appreciation to everyone in his Battalion, he’s 
able to let Evelyn know how much he appreciates her letters 
without coming right out and saying it. It’s obvious that, although 
he and Evelyn had dated before the war, Clarence still has feelings 
for her. It’s possible he wants to be more than just friends, but 
doesn’t want to chance scaring her off and, thus, losing all 
communication with her. 
Another way in which Clarence tries to keep Evelyn interesting is by 
contrasting his life and adventures to hers. First, he compares how 
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he spent his Christmas and the weather in North Africa where he is 
stationed to what Evelyn is experiencing in Iowa. He tells her how 
he spent his Christmas “watching the waves roll by” and goes on to 
contrast the weather Evelyn is having to how it is in North Africa. 
Clarence is able to wear short sleeves in the day time because of the 
warm weather, while Evelyn is writing to him telling stories of “the 
snow, cold weather and going skating and bob-sledding.” Clarence 
is able to spark Evelyn’s interest by discussing the differences 
between the two places. Evelyn would have to be intrigued about 
what the weather is like, what there’s to do, and the many other 
activities that Clarence was taking part in and were available to the 
soldiers. 
By bringing up the 
French paper and 
movie, Clarence 
points out how 
culturally different 
North Africa is, 
especially in 
comparison to Iowa. 
This is a prime 
example of how 
Clarence was 
strategic in what he brought up in this letter. He intentionally 
brought up specific things that would spark Evelyn’s interested and 
would make him appear more impressive to her. 
Overall, Clarence keeps his letter light and more focused on telling 
Evelyn how he's passing the time in North Africa, rather than telling 
the horrors of war that he's experienced. A quote from his letter that 
describes, or sets up, the whole theme of it would be when Clarence 
brings up how he spent his Christmas "watching the waves roll by." 
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He prefers talking about the activities he does to pass the time, 
rather then the aspects of war he's experiencing. 
Clarence's letter brings up many 
historical references, one of which 
is Mickey Rooney and Kay Francis. 
Rooney and Francis were both 
famous before and during the time 
World War II started. Rooney 
starred in many films, including A 
Family Affair in 1937, where he 
played Andy Hardy, a role that 
changed his career. After starring in A Family Affair, Rooney played 
the role of Andy Hardy in about a dozen more films produced 
during 1937 to 1946.  Another popular role Rooney played was 
Huckleberry Finn in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn in 1939. 
Rooney also been in Breakfast at Tiffany's in 1961, acting alongside 
Audrey Hepburn. Just to name one more, out of the hundreds of 
movies and short films he's been in, is Rooney's voice in one of my 
favorite animated movies, The Fox and the Hound, which was 
produced in 1981. Kay Francis was another famous actress during 
the 1930s mentioned by Clarence in his letter to Evelyn. Francis 
was well-known for her acting in Trouble in Paradise (1932) and One 
Way Passage (1932) a dramatic comedy. Unfortunately, towards the 
end of the 1930s Francis' acting career was declining, due to a fall 
out with the Warner Brothers, who considered her large salary 
outrageous. Considering Rooney's and Francis' success as actors, it 
is not surprising that Clarence and the other soldiers would go see 
their movies while overseas. Clarence does make clear that he went 
to see "One of Mickey Rooney's old pictures." It makes sense, 
considering Kay Francis' career going south at the end of the 1930s, 
that the films of Rooney and Francis being played are of their older 
works. 
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Another interesting historical 
reference Clarence brings up is of 
his battalion getting a chaplain 
who is from Tennessee. I had 
never heard of military chaplains 
before so this intrigued me. 
Overall, I never really thought that 
religion and war would work so 
closely together, or that religion 
could have such a big influence 
on soldiers overseas fighting. What I found was that U.S. Military 
chaplains played a huge role with soldiers. By the end of WW2, 
there were more than 10,000 chaplains in the military; this is more 
than five times the amount who were in the military in 1941. 
Some main roles of chaplains were to psychologically keep the 
soldiers in a healthy mindset. The chaplains really paved the way 
for U.S. Military success by boosting soldiers' morale and providing 
religious and spiritual guidance and advising throughout the tough 
times. To me, it seems like chaplains were the glue that kept the 
army functioning and successful. 
Clarence's WW2 letters led me to an endless amount of knowledge, 
that without transcribing and historical research, I wouldn't have 
otherwise learned. 
Written By: Madison Waite 
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